Notre Dame High School

                   Religion Class Service Requirements

                       for school year 2011-2012
The purpose of the Notre Dame High School Service Program is to instill in our students the concept of living as Jesus did – in a life of service to others.  Our goal is to help our students realize the joy and peace that comes from giving of themselves to others, and serving the church and community.  It is our hope that the experience of service through this program will carry on into their adult lives.  

At least 12 hours of service must be done for the 2011-2012 school year, and may be from EITHER  of the following two options or a combination of the two options:

1. 3 Outreach Projects ( up to 4 hrs. each) scheduled through the Religion Department of Notre Dame High School.  (There are well over 100 Outreach Projects offered each year, with various work times available.) 

(Note --Only one project done for Notre Dame High School will receive credit.  The remaining two must be done for other schools, churches, or non-profit organizations.)
OR

2. Church service - 4 hrs of church service IN YOUR OWN CHURCH PARISH  (the church listed on your Notre Dame registration form) substitutes for one Outreach Project.   Any student who turns in verification of 12 hours of church service will have completed all service requirements for the year.   Verification forms are obtained from the Religion teachers, and must be signed by the pastor of the church or his designee. 

***note - Church Service may be done only in the church parish listed on your registration form.  (This includes summer CCD and Vacation Bible school.)

If there is an Outreach Project scheduled through Notre Dame Religion Dept. for another church parish during the school year, any student may sign up for those Outreach Projects.
2nd 9 wks (first semester) requirement -  complete at least one Outreach Project OR 4 hrs of church service by the designated deadline (the 8 class day before mid-term exams). 

4th 9 wks (second semester) requirement -  complete remainder of the requirements by the designated deadline (the 8 class day before final exams) (an earlier deadline will be designated for Seniors).
If a student completes all requirements in the first semester, he/she will receive full credit in both semesters.  

Service Hours grade in Religion class:

In the second and fourth nine weeks grading periods, completing the service requirements will be counted as a grade worth 20% of the total number of points in the Religion class for the grading period.  (Example:  If there were 800 points possible in assignments, tests, etc., the grade for Service Hours would be 160, and the total possible would become 960.  A student who completes the service requirement by the deadline would raise his/her average for the nine weeks.  A student who does not meet the service requirement by the deadline will significantly lower his/her grade.

FOR STUDENTS COMPLETING SERVICE REQUIREMENTS AFTER THE DESIGNATED DEADLINE, CONSEQUENCES ARE:

· one day late,  (next day, not next class day) Service Hours grade drops to the lowest “C” (77%  - using the example above, 77% of 160 =123)

· two days late – Service Hours grade drops to “F” (69% - using above example, 69% of 160=110) )

· three days late – grade drops to 50%
· four days late – grade drops to “0”
PARTIAL COMPLETION OF REQUIREMENTS:
· If a student has done some of the required service, but does not complete the entire requirement for the semester, he would receive partial credit (Ex: half of requirement would receive a grade of 50%.)
Outreach Projects:  

Outreach Projects are scheduled through the Notre Dame Religion Office, and will be announced at school in Religion classes and on the PIO notebook.  
Students MUST sign up through the Notre Dame Religion Office to work at these events in order to receive credit.  They must sign in and sign out at the event with the person in charge.   Students must be prepared to work up to 4 hrs. at each Outreach Project.  If the event is completely over in less than 4 hrs., and no further help is needed, the students will receive full credit for the project.  If a student leaves early from a project that is not finished, the student will not receive any credit for that project.

By signing up to work at an Outreach Project, a student is making a commitment to be at the location of the project on time and to work the entire time needed.  If a student will be unable to work in a project for which he has signed up, he should notify Mrs. Hadaway  far enough ahead of time that a replacement can be scheduled.  In case of sudden illness, or other serious situation, and a replacement cannot be scheduled, the student will be excused for that one event.  If a student signs up for later Outreach Projects and does not show up nor find someone to replace him, he will lose 10% of his grade for each such occurrence for that semester.
Unless a dress code is specified for a particular project, students are to wear a red or navy Notre Dame tee- shirt when they work in an Outreach Project.  They are expected to keep in mind that they are not only serving the organization hosting the event, but are also representing Notre Dame High School, and should conduct themselves accordingly.

Students who participate in the annual school mission trip must do one Outreach Project or 4 hours of church service for the first semester requirements.  The work done on the mission trip counts as the remainder of the year’s requirements.

Dishonest, disrespectful, or inappropriate behavior:

If the designated adult in charge of an Outreach Project documents disrespectful or inappropriate behavior, or dishonesty of a student working in the event, the matter will be referred to the Administration.  Upon investigation and verification of the behavior, the student may: 1) receive no credit for the time logged, and 2) may be subject to disciplinary consequences in accordance with school policy, depending upon the nature and severity of the charge. 
Possible options for Church Service Hours are:

Altar Server 

Eucharistic Minister
Lector (read at mass)

Usher

Sacristan (set up for mass)

Choir 
Décor Committee (help to decorate the church for holidays, seasons and occasions)

CCD--Help during the school year as teacher’s aide or teach a class

Vacation Bible School or summer CCD programs (IN YOUR PARISH ONLY)
General Maintenance around church grounds    Help with yard work/flower beds, etc.

Church Youth group activities that provide service to the community    

Special Occasions- work for church parish organizations, activities, and/or performances 

Church cleaning

Work with your church group that does activities at places such as:


Soup Kitchens



Crowley Christian Care


Homeless Shelters


Rosary Congress


Nursing Homes—Eucharistic ministers 
There may be many more opportunities in your church parish.  Check with your parish office to volunteer.

You do not need to report Outreach Projects.  The person in charge will submit sign-in sheets through the Notre Dame Religion Office to your Religion teacher.

For questions regarding the service program please contact Mary Ann Hadaway, Notre Dame Religion Administrator, at 783-3849.

Notre Dame High School – Religion Department

Verification of Church Service 

Student’s name ______________________        Religion   I     II     III     IV

Date _______________                                       Teacher ________________





 
                  
      Class Period _______

IN ORDER TO RECEIVE CREDIT FOR CHURCH SERVICE, THE STUDENT MUST DO THIS SERVICE IN HIS/HER OWN CHURCH PARISH.
Service in church parish:

1. Name of Church parish ________________________________________________
2. Is this student a registered member of this parish?  _______

3. Location of Church (town or community) ___________________________

4. Date(s) of service _________________________________________________

5. Total number of Service Hours performed ___________

6. Description of Service performed: __________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________

7. Phone # of supervising adult or pastor: _______________________        

8. ___________________________________________

Signature of  pastor or designee
This form is to be turned in to your Religion teacher.  If the number of hours worked on one occasion is less than the 4 hrs required, you may report multiple dates on one form for the same type of work.  (Example: altar serving once each month – report all dates served in one semester on one form. Fill in total number of hours worked on all of the dates listed.  If you also did another type of service, such as helping with summer bible school, report that service on another form, listing all dates and total number of hours. )
